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Renovated offices will show architect’s work

Building a tribute
to city’s designer

CITY DESIGNER: Watson Fothargll

By MATT LADDIN

A LANDMARE citv renire |
building has been restored to
its former glory.

A crane was used to swing a 120t
replica steel finial — the top part of
a spire — into place on the roof of
the former Watson Fothergill

The listed building in George Street,
Hockhy iz being completely renovated.
For yeurs the properly — once the
offices of Nottingham's most celebrated
an:lliu:ct stood mpu Now two pro-

bouﬁ“ property, built h)
F\:I.heriﬂ! i in 1855, are funding its

T\srry Bnnnm _and Sheila Gn:dnwr, the work of local artists has already nﬂlawmnessnrhjsmlrthuuun o Not-
tngham, will l.gwh ildi sttt bl It hnpv:ihthl: hich
of Nottl m, will open the building to E!ul Prof Bennett also wants to siage an is W was
the public before Christmaos. exhibition cclebrating the work of Wat-  deaipned for Fothergill and tnmzmmn:
tting the finial on the roof meant son Fothergill will also contain a resource centre fm'
George Street had to be closed to traffic wvisitors and academics.

RESTORED: Tha Watson Fathorgill finial iz finally roploced POSTPHOTO G181 1GEMAS-2

for an hour on Sunday morning. . Designed Prof Bennott, from BEeeston, added:
Prof Bannett said: “We want the bulld- “Fothergill built his offices to exhibit his
mstoluukusglmuusssitonwd:d—-und The Victorian architect designed o talents and illustrate his love of the

Ihal meant replacing d rnmnfluuwus Iruﬂ mc!udl the  Gothle style.
“The original one nnfarlunntlﬂy cor-  Motting rlia:  “Recreating the original fittings and

gham E an
nv:m .'imnl nﬂ] the niack Boy Hote] in n_m_m 1,; me best way to demonsirate
Long Row,

ars
four

craftsmen to build it 1'11-: oﬂmnu nnuﬂ Prof Bennett explained: "We hear 'l'h rD(Esm bought the building
was built out of cast iron, while the new about Robin Hood all the time, and the privatel ane.r deciding it was time
one is steal, importance of the loce industry is well COMMAmo

“T'm so pleased with the way it has recognised, but the city has never given They wam to share the ardutecls
turned out — it's exquisite.” proper prominence to Fothergill. work with the younger generation as well
A contemporary art gallery featuring ~ “We hope to change that by creating  as visitors to the city

IM THE AlR: A crana swings the finial

Working closely with the custom-
ers Architects, the spire was
closely copied to emulate the
original. Using Modern materials
and manufacturing CAD CAM
and plasma profiling techniques
the leafs and pineapple shaped
pinnacle were recreated.
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